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Amendments to the riflims; 

Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 6 are indqjendent. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

1 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) : A printing apparatus which needs to periodically execute 
maintMiance operation after activation, comprising: 

tifflfiF counting mean s, having a rogiot e r in whioh a flag is written whon on 
abnormality ooouro in q battery^ for counting time on the basis of an internal time, said counting 
means is operated bv power supplied from the a battery, 

nonvolatil e storage means? 

int e mal time counting moans for counting up intomal time on tho basis of tim e 
r e ad out from said timcar moan st 

timer abnormality processing means for, whon tho flag is writt e n in tho rogiotor 
npon activating tho q)paratug, vmting information rcpros e nting ocourr e noo of the abnormality in 
said ptorago meano, potting prodotorminod tim e ao tho int e mal timo, oloaring tho flag, and sotting 
tho prcdoterminod tim e in said timor moans; and 

flag setting means for setting a flag m a register when a battery ahnnrmality has 
occurred in said counting means: 

detemiining mea ns for determining whether the battery abnormahtv has occurred 
based on the status of the flag set in said flag setting means: 

refreshing means for refreshing the intemal time with a predetermmed time when 
it is determined that fli c battery abnormality has occurred based on the resutl from said 
determining means: and 
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maintenance designation means for designating execution of the maintenance 
operation on the basis of the internal time. 

2 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): The apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising 
r e s e t m e ano for» wh e n tho information repr e oonting occurronoo of the abnormality ip written in 
said storago means upon r e oeption of timo information from a oonncctod host d e vic e , potting tho 
rec e ived tim e information as the int e rnal ti m^ clearing means for clearing the information 
representing occurrence of the abnormality after said refreshing means refreshes the internal 
time , and sotting th e predotorminod timo in paid tim e r moans . 

3 (ORIGINAL): The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the battery of said timer 
means is so attached to be easily removed externally. 

4 (ORIGINAL): The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the apparatus comprises an 
inkjet printhead which discharges ink and prints, and the maintenance op^ation includes an 
operation of recovering discharge performance of said printhead. 

5 (ORIGINAL): The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said printhead comprises a 
thermal transducer for generating thermal energy to be applied to die ink so as to discharge the 
ink by using the thermal energy, 

6 (CURRENTLY AMENDED): A method of controllmg a printing apparatus which needs 
to periodically execute maintenance operation after activation and has tim e r moans, having q 
rogi s tor in which a flag io written when an abnormality occurs in a batt e ry, for counting time on 
th e basis of pow e r suppli e d from th e battorv , said printing apparatus having c ountinp; means ^ 
operated by power supplied from a batterv, for counting time on the basis of an internal time, the 
method comprising: 

3 
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a counting otop of oounting up intomai timo on th e boaio of time road out from tho 

timer means; 

an abnormality proo e osing ot e p of, when tho flag ia written in tho rogist e r upon 
aotivoting the opparatuo, writing information roproocnting occuir e nc e of th e abnomality in 
nonvolatil e otorago means, s e tting pr e determinod timo ao tho intomai timo, clearing the flag, and 
ootting tho prodotorminod tim e in the timer; an d 

setting a flag in a register when a battery abnormalitv has occurred in said 
counting means: 

determining whether the batt^v abnormalitv has occuncd based on the status of 
the flag set in said flag setting means: 

refireshing the inte rnal time with a predetermined time when it is determined that 
the battery abnormalit v has occurred based on the resutl from said determining means: and 

a mointenonoo dosignation step of designating execution of the maintenance operation 
on the basis of the internal time. 

7 (NEW): The method according to claim 6, further comprising clearing the flag after said 
refreshing step. 

8 (NEW): The printing q)paratu5 of claim 1, wherein the register is a non-volatile storage 
device. 
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